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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because in Figure 2, numeral "38", for the spacer 
means, seems to reference one of the port members instead. A proposed drawing 
correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
On page 1 line 4, "2003" should be "2002". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-29 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1 line 1 1, the second instance of "a" should be replaced with "the". 

In claim 3 lines 1-2, it is unclear as to which clamp member the phrase "said 
clamp member" references; "each clamp member? 

In claim 6 line 2, it is unclear as to which sidewall the phrase "said sidewall" 
references; "each sidewall"? 
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In claim 7 lines 2-3, "the fastener" lacks antecedent basis. Should the claim 
depend from claim 2? 

In claim 15 line 14, "each" should be inserted before "port member". 

In claim 15 line 17, "a" should be replaced with "the". 

In claim 15 line 18, "each" should be inserted before "said". 

In claim 15 line 22, "flange" should be "flanges". 

In claim 17 line 2, it is unclear as to which sidewall the phrase "said sidewall" 
references; "each sidewall"? 

In claim 17 line 3, it is unclear as to which port member flange the phrase "said 
port member flange" references; "each said port member flange"? 

In claim 20 lines 1-2, the phrase "further comprising two port members disposed 
in the clamp member channel," should be deleted. 

In claim 21 lines 1-2, it is unclear as to which port member connecting portion the 
phrase "said port member connecting portion" references; "each said port member 
connecting portion"? 

In claim 22 line 14, "each" should be inserted before "port member". 

In claim 22 line 17, "a" should be replaced with "the". 

In claim 22 line 18, "each" should be inserted before "said". 

In claim 22 line 22, "flange" should be "flanges". 

In claim 24 line 2, it is unclear as to which sidewall the phrase "said sidewall" 
references; "each sidewall"? 
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In claim 24 line 3, it is unclear as to which port member flange the phrase "said 
port member flange" references; "each said port member flange"? 

In claim 27 lines 1-2, the phrase "further comprising two port members disposed 
in the clamp member channel," should be deleted. 

In claim 28 lines 1-2, it is unclear as to which port member connecting portion the 
phrase "said port member connecting portion" references; "each said port member 
connecting portion"? 

In claim 29 lines 1-2, it is unclear as to which port member connecting portion the 
phrase "said port member connecting portion" references; "each said port member 
connecting portion"? 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-6, 10 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Gasche (US 3,398,978). 

With respect to claim 1 , Gasche discloses a clamp assembly for interconnecting 
components in a fluid system comprising: two interconnected clamp members (11,12) 
each having a C-shape that form a channel; a spacer (21) disposed within said channel, 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,588 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3679 

wherein said spacer includes a centrally located bore defining a part of a central 
passageway for the transmission of a fluid; at least one port member (6, 7) disposed in 
said clamp member channel adjacent said spacer, wherein said port member includes a 
center portion with a clamping portion at one end of said center portion and a 
connecting portion at the opposite end and a longitudinally extending bore defining part 
of a central passageway for the transmission of the fluid; and a flange (8) extending 
radially from said port member clamping portion, wherein said flange has a 
predetermined shape corresponding to that of said clamp member channel, so that a 
plurality of clamping forces from said clamp members are directed radially inwards from 
points of contact between said flange and said clamp members to provide cross 
loading. 

With respect to claim 2, further comprising a fastener (19, 20) for interconnecting 
said clamp members. 

With respect to claim 3, wherein each said clamp member includes a 
longitudinally extending bore for receiving the fastener for interconnecting the clamp 
members. 

With respect to claim 5, wherein each clamp member includes two sidewalls 
(straight portions receiving the fastener) and an outer wall (curved portion) disposed 
between said sidewalls to cooperatively form said clamp member channel. 

With respect to claim 6, wherein a free edge of said sidewalls has a 
predetermined shape to define an opening corresponding to the predetermined shaped 
of said port member flange. Refer to Figure 1 . 
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With respect to claim 10, further comprising two port members disposed in the 
clamp member channel, wherein one port member is an inlet port member and the other 
is an outlet port member. 

With respect to claim 13, wherein said port member flange and said clamp 
member channel each have a circular shape. 

With respect to claim 14, wherein said port member connecting portion has a 
circular shape for interconnecting the fluid system components. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gasche (US 3,398,978). 

With respect to claim 4, Gasche fails to teach or fairly suggest a mounting 
bracket for holding the clamping assembly. The Examiner takes official notice of the 
use of a mounting bracket to hold and support a clamping assembly. 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 12, Gasche fails to teach that the port member 
flange, clamp member channel and port member connecting portion have an octagonal 
shape. As Applicant allows for different shapes for the port member flange, clamp 
member channel and port member connecting portion, and since it has been held that a 
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change in shape involves only routine skill in the art, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Gasche's 
port member flange, clamp member channel and port member connecting portion to be 
octagonal. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 7-9 and 15-29 are objected to (see Claim Objections above), but would 
be allowable if rewritten to overcome the above noted objections. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M Hewitt whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0552. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 930am-600pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on 703-308-1 1 59. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




James M. Hewitt 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



